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January Meeting

Date: Jan 10, 2005, 7 pm Support, 8 pm Program

Program: Colorado Legislative Session: What's the Future for the Gay Community?

Bob Bacon, state representative from Fort Collins, will present a close-up look at legislation coming up in the 2005 session of the Colorado legislature. Please come and learn more about the decisions that we in the GLBT and ally community may want to influence.

Feb Meeting—Different Location

Date: Feb 14, 2005, 7 pm dessert and discussion

Place: Foothills Unitarian Church

Program: PFLAG is eager to understand the issues important to GLBT youth and their families by hearing from our local and regional Gay-Straight Alliances and GLBT campus organizations. Please come talk with us!"

PFLAG Volunteers Needed

We have two vacancies on our PFLAG board of directors for next year. Please consider volunteering to help your local PFLAG chapter. Opportunities include:

· President

· Membership

· Responding to phone messages

· Librarian

Contact Jana (493-8145) or Julie (667-5236).

Advocacy

Evan Wolfson, executive director of the Freedom to Marry organization, spoke at the National PFLAG Conference, providing ideas as we think about the November election and where we go from here. His speech was entitled, “Four Lessons from History.” 

First, he said that wins trump losses; we may lose more often than we win, but our wins are far more important and influential than our losses. So don't lose heart; never slow momentum.

Second, where we do lose a battle we must be prepared immediately to fight again. At each loss, we must be sure to 'lose forward.' We will not be able to swing the majority to our side in every battle, but we can enable supportive leaders to take a stand in their own venue. Reach out to fair-minded people to change attitudes. Continue to talk about the issues. Refuse to take the NO of the present to build for the future.

Third, Wolfson said we must tell our personal truths. One-third of the population remains reachable but unreached by our messages. "We must show our loved ones as real couples, real families, living in real-life situations. If we run away or don't ask for support [from the uncommitted], if we don't use accurate words that explain our truths, we can't expect the middle third of the population to support our cause."

Fourth, Wolfson pointed out that our secret weapon is "generational momentum, or to put it more plainly, death.” The younger people are with us in support of non-discrimination and equality. "Now we have to give them the knowledge and opportunity to bring change in the society they will soon control."

The Reading Corner
· Lesbians raise well-adjusted teenagers, Nov 2004, NewScientist.com

· New report outlines ways gay community can stay healthy during anti-gay campaigns, Nov 17, 2004, GayLink News.com

· The plot against sex in America, Dec 12, NY Times
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In addition to parents, families, friends, and GLBT people, we welcome
anyone involved in the coming-out process.  
We welcome anyone who supports the PFLAG mission of 
SUPPORT, EDUCATION and ADVOCACY for GLBT people.
Editor: Julie Wilson

Send news to share and feedback to jw6804@aol.com

