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Next Meeting—Different Location
Date: Feb 14, 2005, 7 pm dessert and discussion
Place: Foothills Unitarian Church, 1815 Yorktown Avenue (on Drake between Shields and Taft Hill) 

Program: PFLAG is eager to understand the issues important to GLBT
youth and their families by hearing from our local and regional 
Gay-Straight Alliances and GLBT campus organizations. Please come 
talk with us!" 

PFLAG Volunteers Needed 
We have two vacancies on our PFLAG board of directors for next year. 
Please consider volunteering to help your local PFLAG chapter. 
Opportunities include: 

* President
* Membership
* Responding to phone messages
* Librarian 

Contact Jana (493-8145) or Julie (667-5236). 


News of Local Interest 
Freedom to Marry Week 2005 begins with Freedom to Marry Day on 
Saturday, February 12 and ends Friday, February 19th. Locally, we 
will celebrate National Freedom to Marry Day on Sat, Feb 12, beginning 
at 1:30 in Old Town Square, Fort Collins. Festivities include a rally, 
march, wedding cake and much more, ending at Avo's, 605 South Mason. 

The Rainbow Chorus presents "Cabaret" on Sat, Feb 26 at 7:30pm. A 
Silent Auction precedes the concert, at 6:30 pm at the Centennial 
Ballroom, Fort Collins Marriott, 350 E. Horsetooth. 


PFLAG Regional News 

On Sat. Feb. 5 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. you are invited to join 
the Coalition of Colorado PFLAG Chapters as they meet at the First 
United Methodist Church, 1421 Spruce Street, in Boulder for their 
quarterly meeting. Topics of interest in the morning will include 
reports from chapter representatives about successes and challenges 
to give a snapshot of statewide activities and plans for this June's 
Denver Pride Festivities. 

After a potluck lunch, Pat Steadman, a lobbyist for GLBT issues in the 
State Legislature, will speak about recent decisions concerning legislative 
strategies for the 2005 session. 

From 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Cameron Whitley will lead an educational workshop 
on "Understanding What It Means to Be Gender Variant." Cam is a PFLAG 
Board member and student from CU who works at the GLBT Resource Center 
and helped to found "TransForm", a support group for gender variant young 
adults. Their panel will include people in drag communities, crossdressing, 
transitioning, genderqueers, tranny fags, bois, and performers. If you 
don't know what these terms mean then you need to attend for greater 
understanding of the full spectrum of trans experience. Karen Boelts will 
also participate as the mother of a 9 year-old transgender child. For 
details or directions, call Jean, 303-444-4580. 

On Thursday, Feb. 17 at 8:00 p.m. the Boulder PFLAG program will be a 
workshop on "Understanding What It Means to Be Transgendered" led by, 
Judy Hoff, National Director of PFLAG Safe Schools Program and a lesbian 
with a transgender spouse, and Mara Keisling, Executive Director of the 
National Center of Gender Equality. Please urge friends and educators to 
attend this informative meeting. 


Other Regional News 

On Monday, Feb. 21, you are invited to attend Equal Rights Colorado Lobby 
Day. The event takes place from 8:00-12:00 in the GLBT Community Center of 
Colorado, 1050 Broadway (Just north of Gart Sports), Denver. Learn how you 
can help win the battle for GLBT equal rights. 

Lobby Day will start off with a Continental Breakfast and Reception at the 
GLBT Community Center of Colorado, where you will get a chance to meet and 
talk with many legislators. They also expect a few representatives from 
local government to attend. Following the reception, you will get some 
lobbying tips and materials from ERC'S lobbyist, Pat Steadman, after which 
you will reassemble at the State Capitol for an orientation tour and more 
lobby training. 

Lobby Day is free, but ERC encourages voluntary donations ($10 suggested) 
to help defray expenses and to support their important work. PARKING: 
Limited street parking is available on Broadway. RSVP: Although not required, 
to help plan for the event, they ask you to RSVP to mbrewer@coloradoglbt.org 
and simply let them know you plan to attend. 


National PFLAG Announcement 
PFLAG announced its new executive director on January 18. PFLAG's President 
Samuel Thoron wrote: 

Our search committee reviewed the qualifications of more than sixty fine 
applicants; one rose to the top. We have selected Jody Michael Huckaby to 
lead us through these challenging times so that PFLAG will continue to grow, 
thrive and become a more effective advocate of our family message of love, 
equality and a fair chance for all GLBT people and their families. 

Jody comes with impressive credentials. Over the last 14 years he has served 
as Executive Director the Washington Humane Society, New Mexico AIDS Services, 
Inc. and the Bering Community Service Foundation. 

His life and family experiences align him closely with the PFLAG Vision and 
Mission. Jody is the seventh of eight children, raised Catholic in a small 
town in Louisiana. He is gay and has three gay brothers. 

Jody will step into the position of PFLAG Executive Director in early March. 
Once he gets his feet wet, we know he will be looking forward to meeting you 
and hearing your thoughts about the work we do and the directions we should 
take. 


News of National / Global Interest 
On Sunday, December 26, a magnitude 9.0 earthquake struck off the coast of 
Sumatra Island, Indonesia, sending massive tsunamis across the Bay of Bengal 
and Indian Ocean. If you want to be part of the LGBT community's response, 
consider donating through Rainbow World Fund. 100% of you funds will go directly 
toward helping the people of Asia recover. 

Spain's Socialist government approved a bill to legalize same-sex marriages, 
putting the predominantly Roman Catholic country on course to become only 
the third country to recognize gay marriages. "The right to marry is a right 
for everyone, without distinction. It cannot be understood as a privilege," 
Deputy Prime Minister Maria Teresa Fernandez de la Vega told a press 
conference after the Cabinet meeting. "The recognition of homosexuals' 
rights eradicates an unjustified discrimination." Under the bill homosexuals 
will be allowed to adopt children and couples of the same sex will be able 
to inherit from one another as well as receive retirement benefits from 
their working spouses in the same way in which heterosexual married couples 
do now. 

Not surprisingly, the Catholic Church disagrees with Spain's socialist 
government over its plans to legalize same-sex marriage and at the Vatican 
the Pope issued a warning to other countries that it will not stand idle if 
they follow suit. 


Advocacy 

Twenty-two gay and lesbian rights groups, smarting in the aftermath of 
the November election and bracing for President Bush's second inaugural, 
issued a unity statement Wednesday (Jan 12) insisting they are not 
backing off marriage equality but will simultaneously push for other 
"common priorities." The common priorities included These include hate 
crimes legislation, employment protection, immigration rights for gays 
and lesbian partners, overturning the ban on gays in the military and 
continuing battle against constitutional bans on same-sex marriage in 
states and Congress. Several leaders of the groups called the statement 
unprecedented, given the back-biting and cross purposes that have often 
characterized their past relations. 

The Reading Corner 
* Polling Data Show Moral Values Aren't a New Factor, Washington Post, Dec 12
* CS Lewis's take on marriage: "Marriage Rites and Wrongs", Washington Post, Dec 13
* John Shelby Spong, Homophobia-No Compromise Possible, Dec 15
* Ellen Goodman, Must gay rights wait for our `comfort'?, Boston Globe, Dec 16
* The Rev. Howard Bess, Gay acceptance ... it is just a matter of time, The Frontiersman, Dec 18
* Desmond Tutu: Religion is morally neutral, Newsweek, Dec 30
* Separating church and state: "Don't put a restraining order on God", SojoMail, Jan 7
* And a Little Child Shall Lead Them, Jan 29 

MEETINGS: 




CONTACTS: 



FOR MORE INFORMATION
2nd Monday each month, 7:00 pm 

Local chapter: 970.407.0300 


Web site: www.pflagftc.org
Plymouth Congregational Church 

Jana 970.493.8145 



Email: info@pflagftc.org
916 W Prospect Rd. 



Julie 970.667.5236 



Mail: 305 W Magnolia, PMB 117
 Fort Collins, CO









Fort Collins, CO 80521

In addition to parents, families, friends, and GLBT people, we welcome 
anyone involved in the coming-out process. 
We welcome anyone who supports the PFLAG mission of 
SUPPORT, EDUCATION and ADVOCACY for GLBT people.

Editor: Julie Wilson
Send news to share and feedback to jw6804@aol.com 







