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Next Meeting

Date: May 9, 7 pm Support, 8 pm Program

Program: Same Sex Unions in Colorado—Legalities and Rights by Abby Coven

Abby Coven is a founding member of Civil Rights Now. She is also active in CAFÉ and Equality Colorado. All three organizations actively work for marriage equality. 
News of Local Interest

A local independent filmmaker, Tim Mikkelsen, is producing a documentary entitled “Marriage Dialogues.” The film seeks to provide a balanced view of the Fort Collins community’s views on traditional vs. same-sex unions. For more information about this project, see www.scotsmile.com. Tim has already interviewed many people on the liberal end of the spectrum. He would especially like our help in identifying people with more conservative attitudes who would be willing to participate in this project. If you would like to be interviewed or have leads for Tim, please contact him (tim@scotsmile.com, 226-0292).

Not In Our Town (NOIT) is a new local organization that seeks to promote acceptance and respect for diversity through educational programs and activities and to discourage all forms of discrimination. Their next community meeting will be Tuesday, May 10 at 7:00 pm at the Harmony Library (Shields Street and Harmony Road). For further information, contact Phil Koster (pjk2@pvhs.org, 495-8551).

Regional: Gender-Variant Parents

A new support group is meeting in Boulder for family or friends with "gender variant" people in their lives. This term "gender variant" is a bit generic in nature; it can apply to people who express their gender "outside the box" and/or who identify as transgendered, transexual, etc; anything that varies from the general limited social expectation of what it means to be "male" or "female." 

This is the first support group of its kind in Boulder County. It would be a good group to refer parents to whose child/children (elementary age through adulthood) express gender "outside the box." The group is sponsored by Boulder County PFLAG. If you have questions, contact the group leader, Melissa Druckman, at (303) 642-7661 or e-mail her at meldruck@aol.com.

Regional: Marriage Equality

The Gill Foundation invites you to the Colorado Marriage Equality Summit on Saturday, May 14, 9 am to 1 pm. (Following the Summit, opportunities to meet and discuss from 1:00pm until 5:00pm). The meeting will be held at the Colorado Convention Center, 14th and Welton Streets, Denver. This meeting will be a unique gathering of organizations and individuals from across Colorado to learn about national marriage equality issues affecting Colorado including, communication strategies, building coalitions, effective education, successful outreach, andsharing practical experiences. Speakers include: 

· Roey Thorpe - Basic Rights Oregon

· Marty Rouse - Marriage Equality Massachusetts

· Kristina Wilfore - Ballot Initiative Strategy Center

· Candy Cox - DDB Worldwide Communications Group

Lunch will be provided. Please join people from every part of the state to learn, discuss, and plan ways to advance marriage equality in Colorado! Contact either Richard Jung (rickj@gillfoundation.org) or Denise Whinnen (denisew@gillfoundation.org) if you will be attending.

Regional: Comedy Gay-La

Since 1994, Channel 12 and Out Front Colorado have brought to Denver some of the nation’s funniest gay and lesbian comedians. This year’s 10th Annual Comedy Gay-La will take place on Saturday, May 14, 

8 PM at the Stage Theatre (Denver Performing Arts Complex) and showcase the uncensored and diverse cutting-edge performances of:

· SHANN CARR – comic storyteller and impersonator

· BOB SMITH – first openly gay comedian to appear on The Tonight Show

· MIMI GONZALEZ – out, loud and proud Latina humor

You are eligible to get tickets for the low price of $25 (thereby saving $4 in service charges) by calling Channel 12 at 303/296-1212, (Monday– Friday between 9am –to-5pm).  What a cool deal!  Buying your tickets at a discount, attending an evening of great gay comedy, and supporting public television.  Tickets are limited so call soon.  Don’t be left out!

News of National/Global Interest

Evangelical Christian leaders, who have been working closely with senior Republican lawmakers to place conservative judges in the federal courts, have also been exploring ways to punish sitting jurists and even entire courts viewed as hostile to their cause. An audio recording obtained by the Los Angeles Times features two of the nation's most influential evangelical leaders (Tony Perkins, president of the conservative Family Research Council and James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family), at a private conference with supporters, laying out strategies to rein in judges, such as stripping funding from their courts in an effort to hinder their work. [more]

Lawmakers gave final approval Wednesday (April 20) to a bill that would make Connecticut the second state to offer civil unions to gay couples - and the first to do so without being forced by the courts. [more] Three thousand protestors gathered at the State Capitol on the following Sunday to protest the decision. [more]

In California, the California chapter of the NAACP has endorsed a bill that would legalize same-sex marriage in the state, marking the first time an arm of the venerable civil rights group has lent its political

clout to the issue that has divided the black community. [more]

In Texas, the GOP-dominated House approved sending a constitutional amendment to voters this fall that defines marriage as between one man and one woman and bans even civil unions. The vote was 102 to 29. Representative Senfronia Thompson’s speech against the resolution is posted at the PinkDome blog. She stated, “We are going in the wrong direction, in the direction of hate and fear and discrimination.” She went on to make several interesting points, such as the correlation between civil rights (inter-racial marriage) and GLBT rights (same-sex marriage).

Spain's lower house of Parliament approved the Socialist government's gay marriage bill, a major step toward making Spain the third European country to legalize same-sex marriages. The bill, which will also paves the way for gay couples to adopt children, received 183 votes in favor, 136 against and six abstentions in the 350-seat chamber. [more]

Advocacy

It’s not too late to write your senators regarding the “nuclear option”. If you have ties to other states, the following senators are still undecided:

· Virginia: Sen. Warner (202) 224-2023

· Maine: Sen. Collins (202) 224-2523

· New Hampshire: Sen. Sununu (202) 224-2841

· Ohio: Sen. DeWine (202) 224-2315

· Ohio: Sen. Voinovich (202) 224-3353

· Pennsylvania: Sen. Specter (202) 224-4254

· Oregon: Sen. Smith (202) 224-3753

· South Carolina: Sen. Graham (202) 224-5972

· Nebraska: Sen. Hagel (202) 224-4224 

Book Review: The Battle for God
Bishop Spong, a theologian and writer about GLBT and religion wrote the following about Karen Armstrong's book, The Battle for God.

When you read or study this book, you will inevitably become aware that fundamentalism has little to do with religious truth. It is rather a security seeking, defense mechanism used by frightened people. Fundamentalism rises out of an inner need for certainty that the world will never provide. That is also why there is such anger in fundamentalism, as well as great hostility toward those who are not by their definition "true believers." The people who have written the most hate-filled letters to me, and almost all of the death threats that I have received, have come from those who define themselves as "Bible based, true believers." That should tell us something about both their fear and about the integrity of their belief system.

The Reading Corner
· “The British are coming”, a humorous editorial about independence (Lincoln Star, Mar 28)

· “Scholar says debate can't ignore Bible”, an interesting article about the importance of addressing what the Bible says when discussing homosexuality and religion (Galveston County Daily News, Apr 24)

