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Next Meeting

Date: July 11, 7 pm Support, 8 pm Program

Program: View and discuss “Dear Dr. Dobson: An Open Video Letter to Focus on the Family” 

Jeff Lutes of Soulforce wrote and produced the video, which centers on the inaccurate positions that Dr. Dobson takes. Jeff carefully refutes Dr. Dobson’s statements through informative conversations with leading researchers. Since Focus on the Family actively works against GLBT rights and families, we need to build awareness of Dr. Dobson's positions. Through our discussion, we will seek ways to support and educate people in our community and broaden the PFLAG and GLBT support base.
News of Local Interest

Maria Thaddeus, long-time member and friend of PFLAG, was born in Buenos Aires. For years, she wasn’t willing to admit to her place of birth. Recently the city of Buenos Aires legalized gay marriage. This major change in attitude made her day. She is now delighted to admit where she was born. In Maria’s words, “Viva la Buenos Aires!”

Rocky Mountain Intercultural Institute is offering a workshop entitled “Connecting Heart to Heart: Intercultural Skills for Emotional Healing” on July 28-29, 9:00-4:00 at the Loveland Public Library. Cost: $165 per participant. Limit: 30 people. 

News of National/Global Interest

Special Counsel Scott Bloch provided testimony to the Senate on May 24 in which he stated that he does not think that current law protects federal employees from discrimination based on sexual orientation. His testimony is a clear contradiction to long standing precedent and an executive order supported by the President Bush. The Log Cabin Republicans have called for Bloch's resignation. [more]

Gay rights organizations such as the Task Force, the Human Rights Campaign and Lambda Legal have long been tracking anti-gay groups, including Focus on the Family, Concerned Women for America and the Family Research Council. But now the Southern Poverty Law Center, a civil rights organization known for monitoring hate groups including the Ku Klux Klan, labels these religious right organizations as extremist groups. [more]

For the first time since the height of the AIDS epidemic in the 1980s, more than a million Americans are believed to be living with the virus that causes AIDS. According to Dr. Carlos del Rio, an Emory University professor of medicine, the CDC hasn't been given adequate resources to tackle HIV prevention and experts have focused too much on whether it's better to promote abstinence or condom use to stop the spread of the virus. [more]

Abstinence-only-until-marriage programs funded under the 1996 federal welfare reform law have little positive impact on young people, an interim report by Mathematica Policy Research Inc. shows. In contrast, existing research has already shown that comprehensive programs that include messages about both condoms and abstinence have been proven effective. [more]

Throughout the country, parents and students are working together to demand school curriculums that teach the facts rather than bend to the pressures of the radical religious right. One example is TeachTheFacts.org in Maryland.

The House of Representatives voted on June 23 to retain funding for the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). Although its funding has been preserved, its political independence is in doubt. The new president/CEO of CPB is Patricia Harrison, formerly a co-chair of the Republican National Committee.

President Bush reaffirmed his support for a Federal marriage amendment on June 21. Speaking at the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Bush stated, “We will continue to build a culture of life in America, and America will be better off for it.” [more]

Advocacy

Sandra Day O'Connor recently announced her resignation from the U.S. Supreme Court. This is an important moment for GLBT people, their families and their allies. In the near future, the Supreme Court will be faced with the decision to either safeguard or ignore our community's fundamental rights. 

The next Supreme Court Justice will help shape the law of the land for the next several decades. He/she will have an extraordinary impact on the lives, liberties, and constitutional rights of all Americans, our children, and even our grandchildren. Supreme Court Justices are appointed with lifetime tenure, so the scrutiny they receive during the confirmation process is of utmost importance. 

There is no more important decision for protecting the rights, freedoms, and legal protections of every American than choosing a Supreme Court justice. Justices are appointed for life and they have the last word on our Constitutional rights. Their decisions affect us all. 

Our families deserve Supreme Court Justices who are fair, independent and committed to protecting our individual rights, freedoms, and legal protections.

This is our chance to make sure that the justices making that decision are independent from partisan politics. Call your senators NOW and ask them to work with the President to name a nominee with bi-partisan support.

People for the American Way have researched what the actual impact would be on Americans’ rights and freedoms if the views of Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas become the majority views on the Supreme Court. Areas of concern include: 

· Privacy and Reproductive Freedom 

· Civil Rights and Discrimination 

· Religious Coercion and Liberty 

· Free Speech and Censorship 

· Consumer and Worker Protection 

· Environmental Protection

See PFAW’s report, “Reporting Disaster” for more information.

“Morality is not the exclusive domain of the Right.” A new website, Hope for Peace and Justice (h4pj.org) provides a lot of resources for Interfaith GLBT. It is headed out of Dallas, TX. Check it out today!

Rainbow Car Magnets—Decorate your car with pride! Attach a rainbow-colored magnet with the message "With Liberty and Justice for All" to any metal surface.

PRICE:
1-10
$5.00 each plus postage


11-24
$4.00 each plus postage 


25+
$3.50 each plus postage

For order information e-mail Holly Wilson: pfhwilson@aol.com or call 775-786-5252. 

The Reading/Viewing Corner
· “Discrimination Is Immoral! Enough Said” by Matt Foreman, Executive Director, National Gay and Lesbian Task Force

· “Reparative Therapy — What’s Broken?” By Kate Jackson (Social Work Today, Vol. 5 No. 3)

· “Feeling the Hate”, a report by Chris Hedges (Harpers Magazine, May 2005)

· Hillsborough County (Tampa) Florida passed an ordinance barring the county government from any acknowledgement of gay pride, and a second ordinance making it virtually impossible to repeal the first one (365Gay.com, June 16)

· “Onward, Moderate Christian Soldiers” by John C. Danforth, an Episcopal minister and former Republican senator from Missouri (NY Times, June 17)

·  “Coming Out ~ Coming In: Faith, Identity, and Belonging”—An Episcopal priest writes, “On Friday, my wife and I attended the first showing of an incredible documentary about being gay, in relationship, and being a Christian. Through their words and stories, some of our brothers and sisters in Christ told of their journeys of faith, their struggles, and their joys and pains of being Christians who are gay and lesbian. One cannot see this documentary and not see the face of God shining through these people.” [more]

· Video clip by Jane Tully, wife of an Episcopal priest and proud mother of a gay son. She read her statement before the Anglican Consultative Council in Nottingham, UK just a few weeks ago. She is the moderator of a new organization--CFLAG (Clergy, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays). (High speed internet recommended.)

· Editorial by Libby Post regarding “Intelligent Design”, a new term coined by the religious right to supersede creationism.

Editor: Julie Wilson

Send news to share and feedback to jw6804@aol.com

