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Next Meeting

PICNIC—different time, different location

Date: August 8, 6 pm 

Location: PFLAG will hold its annual picnic in Rolland Moore Park, Shelter #2, west of Shields between Drake and Prospect in Fort Collins. Attendees are invited to bring salad or dessert. Main course, beverage, and table service will be provided.

Please pass the message along to everyone in the GLBT and ally community. Plan to join us!

Marriage Summit in Fort Collins

The Gill Foundation is sponsoring a regional Marriage Summit in Fort Collins. This meeting is in response to the upcoming anti-gay marriage amendment that will be sponsored by Focus on the Family on the November 2006 ballot. Even though we don't know the wording of the amendment yet, we need to begin talking to people wherever we meet them to plant seeds and win allies. I hope PFLAG can count on you to be part of the grassroots organizing.

When: Tuesday, August 16th, 5:45 to 8:45 PM

Where: Plymouth Congregational Church, 916 W. Prospect 

AIDS Walk 2005

AIDS Walk 2005 takes place on August 21. You can help by walking, donating, or volunteering. To sponsor the Fort Collins' Northern Colorado AIDS Project team, pledge to team #1025. [more]

UCC Supports Same-Gender Rights

The United Church of Christ in General Synod assembly passed a resolution granting full rights to the blessing of the same-gender relationships by the church and calling upon national, state, and local authorities to grant access to civil marriage with full and equal rights under the law. Specifically, the resolution declared "that the State should not interfere with couples regardless of gender who choose to marry and share fully and equally in the rights, responsibilities and commitment of legally recognized marriage." The resolution passed by an overwhelming majority on July 4, 2005. [more, more]

One week later, arsonists set fire to a UCC church in Augusta County,Virginia. The fire damage was minimal, but the hateful graffiti delivered a clear message as to the perceived problem—the UCC’s supportive position toward same-gender relationships. [more]

At least one UCC congregation has subsequently voted to leave the UCC due to the church’s position on same-sex marriage. [more]

Reparative Therapy in the News

Many of you have read the news coverage about Zach Stark, the young man who came out to his parents and was sent to a “Love in Action” reparative therapy camp. All of the credible mental health associations have been saying what we at PFLAG have known from personal experience: these programs don’t work. 

PFLAG parents in particular have a unique perspective that must be shared. You know the struggles that your GLBT children have gone through or are going through now. None of us as parents, family members, friends and allies can be silent when this issue is discussed at the office, in our faith communities, country clubs, gyms, at our kids’ summer camps or grandchildren’s soccer fields. 

Our voices must be heard. We cannot shy away from this issue. We must educate ourselves about the many fallacies of “reparative therapy” so that we can clearly articulate our GLBT loved one’s experiences in a way that others can understand. [more]

The Supreme Court Nominee

In late June, Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor resigned. Since that time, the President has nominated John Roberts. The early data seemed pretty low key, and I was relieved that the nominee seemed reasonable.

As people have had more time to delve into Judge Roberts past, the news has been less reassuring. For more information see recent articles in The New York Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune.
Each of you must make your own decision about how well Judge Roberts will represent you. He needs to demonstrate his commitment to uphold the Supreme Court's tradition of defending the freedom of all Americans. PFLAG's executive director Jody Huckaby reminds us what is at stake with Roberts' nomination. "The decisions of the Supreme Court affect the lives of all our children and, for their sake, we insist on a fair judge who is free of any ideological agenda."

Take Back Religion

Rev. Timothy Simpson, a minister of the Presbyterian Church USA, and some like-minded folks in his hometown of Jacksonville, Florida, were concerned about the 2004 elections. "We were down here in a very red county, in a red state and we kept flipping on our television watching pundit after pundit tell us that all the 'values voters' had spoken and that they were firmly planted in the Republican camp and that the religious right had brought about the victory of President Bush and a sweep in the Congress," says the 41-year-old in his Florida drawl. "We all looked at ourselves and said, we're values voters, too. We vote our consciences, we vote based on our faith, we all love Jesus Christ, we love the church, we are plugged in to our religious communities. And we didn't vote that way."

But Simpson did more than simply turn off the television. He is one of three founding leaders of the Christian Alliance for Progress, a grassroots organization that aims to inject a liberal religious voice into American political discourse and break down the religious right's monopoly on the language of Christianity. [more]

Advocacy—Writing Letters

Did you know that a handwritten letter to your Senator is more effective than 10,000 emails? Think about that! In the time it takes you to write a letter, sign it, fax it and drop it in the mail, you will have influenced your Senator in a way that 10,000 other people could not.

How do you actually influence legislators?  All you need is a three-line or three paragraph letter:
Dear Official:

I represent (your faith tradition, etc)

I am concerned about (issue)

I want you to do XXXX about this.  Thank you.

Your signature

If you are pressed for time or unclear about what else to say, that three-line letter is significant in its influence!   No prefab letter will ever have the weight of what you can say on your own.  If you have more—a personal observation, a reference to a human story, something you read, a Biblical or other passage that pertains and has moved you—then please add that in. Writing to any legislator with a letter of your own creation makes your contribution truly meaningful.  Staff people have told us that legislators' support for issues has changed with as few as 10 original letters—when the weight of dozens of prefab letters and petitions on each side often makes very little impact. We cannot afford to be anything less than significant.  Take the time—a few minutes—to write a letter that will actually have the power to change things.  It matters because your thoughts and words matter.  Make them count!

Quotable Quotes

“The Bible contains six admonishments to homosexuals and 362 admonishments to heterosexuals.  That doesn't mean that God doesn't love heterosexuals.  It's just that they need more supervision.”  ~Lynn Lavner

"Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed.”  ~Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The Reading/Viewing Corner
· Wayne Besen, author of a book Anything but Straight: Unmasking the Scandals and Lies Behind the Ex-Gay Myth published a letter from “Love in Action” co-founder John Evans that rebukes gay conversion groups saying that they shatter lives and can cause suicide (July 30).

· “Presbyterian Church Faces Potential Schism Over Gays”  (June 23, AP).

· “Scientists discover testosterone causes different reaction in straight and gay men” (May 10)

· Scent study indicates gay men prefer the odor of sweat from other gay men (May 12)
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