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Next Meeting

Date: September 12, 7 pm Support, 8 pm Program

Program: Creating Safe Schools

Our speaker, Dr. John Hoffman, will share with us the experiences he has had in helping to build the Boulder Valley Safe Schools Coalition. Dr. Hoffman is a gay, retired schoolteacher who came out in his last year of teaching. He has a Masters degree in Social Work and a PhD in Education. He has taught at many levels, including Junior High English as a second language and K-2 reading specialist.

Dr. Hoffman brings a wealth of knowledge on the subject of building a safe school coalition in the community. He has been part of the effort in Boulder Valley since its inception. 

Please join us in an important discussion of what makes a safe school and how to build a coalition to improve school safety for all students, including our GLBT loved ones.

For more information about the coalition in Boulder Valley, visit their web site at http://bcn.boulder.co.us/community/safeschools/.

News of Local Interest

The Colorado State Coalition of PFLAG Chapters will meet in Ft. Collins on Saturday, October 1 from 9:30- 4:00 at Plymouth Congregational Church. The morning portion of the meeting is typically a business meeting with chapters sharing information and ideas on building successful PFLAG chapters.

The afternoon workshop will include viewing portions of two films on same sex marriage, followed by a discussion of how each PFLAG chapter plans to get involved in fighting the upcoming marriage amendment.

The NIOT (Not In Our Town) Alliance is sponsoring an Eracism film series. All films are shown at 6:30 p.m. at the Fort Collins public library on Peterson.  

· Sept. 18:  "The Story We Tell" (part of the PBS series , "Race, the Power of Illusion")  facilitator:  Angie Paccione

· Sept. 25:  "Who Killed Vincent Chin?" facilitator:  Dr. Russell Endo, of CU

· Oct. 2:  "Bread and Roses" facilitator:  Raul Paz Pastrana

· Oct. 9:  "Long Night's Journey Into Day'”  (about the truth and reconciliation hearings in South Africa following the end of apartheid)  facilitator:  Perrie McMillen,  Restorative Justice

· Oct. 16:  "Not In Our Town" facilitator: Blane Harding, CSU and members of NIOT Alliance

News of Regional Interest

The Boulder PrideFest Block Party will take place Saturday, September 10 from 10am-3pm. The event is the 3rd annual community celebration in Boulder’s Pearl Street Mall at 14th Street on the Courthouse lawn. [more]

Out & Equal Workplace Advocates will host its annual conference in Denver on September 22-24 at the Adam’s Mark Hotel. Out & Equal™ helps companies unleash the full potential of all employees — whether straight or gay, men or women, white or of color. By removing barriers, businesses can create an inclusive workplace where everyone is involved, engaged, and excited about their jobs. The results are a better bottom line, increased retention, and a more productive workforce. [more]

Gill Foundation Matching Grant

Colorado philanthropist Tim Gill and the Gay & Lesbian Fund for Colorado announced a $1 million matching grant to the American Red Cross that will bring a total of $2 million in aid from Coloradoans to Hurricane Katrina disaster relief efforts. 

The grant will match individual donations from Coloradoans up to $250 - dollar for dollar - thus doubling the effect of every donation. And participating in the challenge grant is simple. Citizens can visit www.coloradohelps.org or call 1-877-213-0015. 

The challenge grant will be available thru Sunday, September 25, unless the $1 million match is met prior to that date.

California Supreme Court Ruling

The California State Supreme Court issued landmark opinions in three cases involving the legal status of children born to same- sex parents. In all three cases, the Court held that when a couple deliberately brings a child into the world through the use of assisted reproduction, both partners are legal parents, regardless of their gender or marital status. California is the first state whose Supreme Court has made such a determination, and its holding in these three cases will certainly impact future rulings in other states. 

In simple terms, what the California State Supreme Court did is declare that children born to same-sex couples must be treated like all other children. These children must have a legally protected relationship to both parents. The court made it clear that all children should have the same legal protections with respect to their parents, even if the children have two Moms or two Dads. This is what equality is all about, and as the parents, family members, friends and allies of our GLBT loved ones, this is an important victory for all of our families! [more]

Advocacy

On September 5, President Bush nominated John Roberts to succeed Chief Justice William Rehnquist, who passed away Saturday evening. [more]

People for the American Way write: “For many Americans, the catastrophic damage caused by Hurricane Katrina made last week one of the most difficult in recent memory. With the immense suffering and human need still before us, it is difficult for the country to focus on the enormity of what is at stake in the selection of Chief Justice Rehnquist's successor at the same time that we replace retiring Associate Justice Sandra Day O'Connor. There should be no rush to confirm their replacements without the full attention of the Senate and the American people.”

“The chief justice has unique power and influence as the nation's highest-ranking judge. And replacing two justices at the same time will have an enormous impact on the Court and on Americans' lives and liberties for decades. Given these stakes, President Bush and John Roberts must be held to the highest standards of openness.” [more]

In August, PFLAG National joined the Human Rights Campaign, the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and the National Center for Lesbian Rights in opposing John Roberts’s nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court. PFLAG Nation writes, “We think there is ample evidence from the documents that have been released that Roberts would not uphold and protect the rights of our GLBT loved ones. His writings reflect an alarmingly dismissive interpretation of an individual’s right to privacy, causing us to question how he would have ruled in Lawrence v. Texas. And when he served as an attorney for President Reagan, his writings indicate a very narrow interpretation of the Equal Protection Clause, leading us to be doubt the outcome of Romer v. Evans had he been on the Court.” [more] 

If you share PFLAG National’s opinion, write or call our Colorado Senators and voice your concerns.

The Reading/Viewing Corner
· Read about PFLAG in the Aug 30 edition of The Advocate.

· The Argentine gay and lesbian community is gearing up to fight for the passage of a bill in Congress that would not only legalize same-sex civil unions, but grant these couples the inheritance and adoption rights normally limited to marriage. (Aug 26, IPS News)

·  “What we should really worry about” by Jean Gerber (Aug 11, The Canadian Jewish News)

· “The Message Thing” by Jim Wallis, editor of Sojourners magazine and author of God's Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get It (Aug 4, NY Times)

· The Pew Research Center for People and the Press released an interesting report on the nation’s current attitudes toward issues like terrorism and abortion. Included in the report that support for gay marriage has increased slightly. (Aug 3, Pew)

·  “A Theology for Gay Marriage” by Paul Varnell (July 20, Chicago Free Press)

· “Sexuality is a biological determination” by Randolph Brandt (July 14, The Journal Times)

· “UCC Vote to Affirm Gay Marriage Will Aid Church” by Warren Goldstein (July 7, Minneapolis Star Tribune)

· “Same-Sex Marriage and Mental Health”, based on an interview with Dr. Rick Fitzgibbons of Catholic Medical Association—a conservative voice against same-sex relationships and family (July 20, Zenit Daily Dispatch)
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