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Next Meeting

Date: October 10, 7pm Support, 8 pm Program

Program: In honor of National Coming Out Day, we will have a panel of parents discuss their own coming out experiences in response to learning they had a GLBT child.

Our panel will feature:

· A prominent local businessman and politician

· The mother of a lesbian daughter seeking to be an ordained minister in the Lutheran church

· The lesbian mother of a lesbian daughter

· A long-time Boy Scout master

· A local teacher, not yet tenured

Please join us for this important discussion of coming out experiences. We invite gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered youth to hear about the coming out experience from the parents’ point of view. We invite parents, family, and friends to share in this meaningful discussion.

News of Local Interest

Oct 2: The Namaqua Unitarian Universalist Congregation’s Social Action Committee is hosting the program "Civil Unions Are Not the Same as Gay Marriage". The speaker will be Pat Steadman, an attorney and political consultant. Among the many clients his firm represents is Equal Rights Colorado, a statewide GLBT political advocacy group. With the upcoming marriage amendment in November 2006, please invite your friends and neighbors to this important event which will be held at the Meeting Room of the Loveland Library, 500 N. Adams on Oct 2 at 6-7 PM.

Oct 4: Support the passage of the Fort Collins Human Rights Protection Ordinance (HRPO). The NIOTA (Not In Our Town Alliance) encourages you to show up on Oct 4 for the 6:30 PM City Council meeting. The HRPO is a proposed ordinance for the city of Fort Collins that would prevent all city employees, including police, from asking questions about immigration status. A copy of the Ordinance can be found at http://fcgov.com/cityclerk/pdf/hrponew.pdf. If you want additional information please contact Kim Salinas of Fuerza Latina at 970-308-1184 or Cheryl Distaso of the Center for Justice, Peace and the Environment at 970-484-8039.

The Rialto Theater in Loveland has received complaints protesting the Rainbow Chorus program. If at all possible for you, please attend events at the Rialto Theater and let them know how much you appreciate their support of diversity.

Oct 11 and 18: The Northern Colorado Integrity Chapter will present a two-part forum in October:

· “What the Bible Says and Does Not Say About Homosexuality”, presented by Rev. Mark Lee of MCC, Oct 11, 7:00-8:30 pm

· “My Spiritual Home: Where I Go to Church and Why,” a panel discussion moderated by Sally Park, Oct 18, 7:00-8:30 pm

Location: Bacon Hall at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1208 West Elizabeth Street, Fort Collins. For more information contact Veronica Richard at vee_rich@yahoo.com.

Nov 4: Northern Colorado AIDS Project’s (NCAP) annual benefit, “It's an Evening of Sweet Indulgence” takes place on November 4, 7:00 pm, at the Fort Collins Hilton. For tickets, call 970-484-4469.

Nov 4-5: The Rainbow Chorus performs its first concert of this season, "Focus on our Family" at the Rialto Theatre in Loveland on Nov 4. The concert begins at 7:30. They present the concert again on Nov 5 at Johnston Hall in the CSU Theater Building on the Oval.

Rickie Calkins Will Be Greatly Missed

Long-time member of PFLAG and leader in the Fort Collins community, Rickie Calkins died recently. Her memorial service was held on Sep 26 at Plymouth Congregational Church. Rickie was a gifted musician, accomplished pianist, nurse, and writer. Among other things, Rickie wrote a very popular brochure for PFLAG, “Could Your Precious Child Be Gay?” Rickie had a very loving style and brought strength and comfort to many members of PFLAG through the years. Rickie, you will be greatly missed!

News of Regional Interest

Oct 15: The 3rd regional conference of Gay and Gray in the West will be held on October 15, 2005, at the Denver Merchandise Mart. For more information see www.gayandgrayinthewest.org or phone 303-380-2342.

Oct 15: Colorado Anti-Violence Program benefit concert will be held at the Unitarian Church, 14350 W. 32nd Avenue, in Golden on October 15th at 7pm. The concert features vocalist Gwendy Joysen, comedienne Evie “Rhymes with Chevy” Aronson, and blues pianist Bruce Delaplain. For more information, contact Dedra at 720-939-2783 or info@gwendyjoysen.com.

News of National/Global Interest

The California Legislature passed a freedom-to-marry bill that would open the doors to wedded bliss to same-sex couples. This time, the breakthrough didn't come from judges ruling that equal treatment is required for those of us who're gay. Rather, the people's elected representatives concluded gay marriage would be good for their state. [more] Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has vetoed the legislation. [more] 

The Massachusetts Legislature rejected a proposed change to the state constitution aimed at banning gay marriage, a striking reversal that preserves the state's status as the only place in the nation where same-sex couples can wed. [more] A coalition of conservative groups called Vote On Marriage plans to work together to collect the 65,825 signatures required to put an amendment banning same-sex marriage and civil unions on the ballot in 2008. The coalition includes the Massachusetts Bishops Conference and the Massachusetts Family Institute. [more]

California became the first state in the nation to ask the U.S. Congress and President Bush to repeal the military's "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. [more]

The Senate Judiciary Committee voted 13-5 to recommend John Roberts as chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. The Senate approved the nomination, and John Roberts was sworn in as the 17th chief justice of the United States on Sep 29. [more] 

Conservatives in the worldwide Anglican faith already threatening a schism over the election of an openly gay bishop in the United States are incensed over the announcement that a transsexual woman will be ordained into the priesthood in England. [more]

An effort by the Vatican to look for evidence of homosexuality in Catholic seminaries is alarming gay rights advocates but is pleasing conservatives, who are hoping that Pope Benedict XVI will soon issue a ban on gay men as future priests. The planned search for homosexuality is part of a Vatican review of 229 American seminaries, theology schools, and other institutions that train priests. The search is set to begin this month and was prompted by the clergy sexual abuse crisis. [more]

The Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities has ordered the closing of two unlicensed personal care facilities run by Love In Action. The ‘ex-gay’ residential treatment facilities attempt to cure people of their homosexuality [more]

Advocacy

The U.S. House of Representatives passed a hate crimes amendment as part of its Children's Safety Act. 

The hate crimes amendment would expand the existing federal hate crime program to add sexual orientation, gender, gender identity and disability to federal hate crime laws. [more] 

The Christian Coalition calls the amendment an abominable and reprehensible special rights amendment for homosexuals. They have published the list of Republicans who supported the amendment and Democrats who did not. [more] 

The Christian Coalition has no monopoly on “the American Family” unless we allow them to. The American Family includes our GLBT families, our GLBT loved ones. When it comes to hate crimes, we all know that lives are at stake. Our elected officials need to know why expanding the legislation to include adding gender identity and sexual orientation is so important to our families. Do not let groups who preach discrimination and teach hate be the only voices heard on the Hill on this issue. Please consider writing to your representatives and senators, encouraging them to protect our GLBT loved ones. 

Editor: Julie Wilson

Send news to share and feedback to jw6804@aol.com

