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Next Meeting

Date: December 12, 7pm Support, 8 pm Program

Program: How to Talk about Difficult Subjects

Dr. Judy Underwood will lead our discussion.  Judy is a long-time Fort Collins counselor and life coach specializing in relationships, anxiety & phobias, depression, and ‘affirming alternative lifestyles’.  She has helped to heal and enrich the lives of many people (including some fellow PFLAG members!).

If you or someone you know needs help coping with the inevitable stress of the holiday season, please plan to attend our meeting. You can also check out PFLAG’s “Tips For A Happy Holiday.”

In keeping with the Christmas spirit, if you have goodies to share please bring them to this meeting.

Local PFLAG News

Our annual PFLAG retreat was held Nov 5. The attendees set a theme for 2006—Equality for All Families. We also selected the following focus areas:

1. Education/Advocacy: Help lead the Fort Collins/Northern Colorado efforts addressing the marriage amendment.

2. Support/Education: Enhance the PFLAG meeting experience for members and guests.

We decided to make adjustments in the meeting format. Beginning in January 2006, we will adjust the schedule as follows:

· 6:45—Greet and mix

· 7:00—Program

· 8:00—Sharing and support

During sharing and support, we will break into two groups (unless attendance is particularly small in a given month). One group will focus on support, the other group on additional discussion of the evening’s program and/or current advocacy issues.

To help us succeed in the objectives for 2006, we need several volunteers:

· Two new board members 

· Volunteer to provide monthly PFLAG information to media and GLBT partners (~4 hr/month)

· Volunteer to create a computerized list of PFLAG library resources

· Greeters to welcome new attendees

· Group leaders for support and discussion

· Volunteer to spearhead PFLAG’s role in creating safer schools

We also need volunteers to help with our marriage equality efforts:

· Participate in Equality Knocks campaign for equality in marriage

· Participate in letter-writing campaign to build awareness of GLBT families and their issues

· Receive training and be part of a speaker’s bureau

Please contact Julie Wilson (970-667-5236) if you are willing to help in some way.

News of Local Interest

Dec 9: Tim Mikkelsen will host a second screening of his documentary “Marriage Dialogues”. The film is intended to be a balanced, local view of the traditional/ same-sex marriage controversy. Several PFLAG members were interviewed as part of this project. The film will be shown Friday, Dec 9, 7:00 pm, at the Loveland Museum (503 North Lincoln) in Loveland. 

News of National/Global Interest

Voters in Maine defeated a ballot initiative seeking to repeal the state's new law protecting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people from discrimination. "Today's win proves that dogged, grassroots organizing can overcome the lies and smears of anti-gay zealots and the profound unfairness of having minority rights put up for a popular vote," said Matt Foreman, executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. (Nov 8)

Fair-minded consumers have a powerful new tool for advancing workplace fairness with the release of the Human Rights Campaign's buyer's guide.  The publication - "Buying For Equality" - highlights corporate policies on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality and empowers consumers to make purchasing decisions based on a company's score on the Human Rights Campaign Foundation's nationally respected Corporate Equality Index. [more]

South Africa broke an important regional taboo by becoming the first African country to authorize same-sex marriage. The nation joined the handful of countries allowing the practice after the Constitutional Court ruled in favor of gay weddings and ordered parliament to amend marriage laws within a year. (Dec 2)

Advocacy

Nina Sudell with the Anti-Defamation League was part of a Community Forum in Loveland entitled, “Joining Hands Against Hate.” During the forum she suggested the following community responses to hate: 

· Confront your individual biases 

· Challenge other people to confront their biases 

· Assume people have good intentions and try to open a dialogue 

· Speak out against hate. Silence equals acceptance 

· Attend festivals celebrating diversity 

· Tap into law enforcement resources 

· Encourage diversity programs in schools 

· Be a positive impact 

Religion and Homosexuality

Billy Graham, a well-known evangelical preacher has publicly made GLBT-supportive statements. Both quotations appear to be from an interview with Hugh Downs on a 20/20 program in May 1997.

· Hugh looked directly at Billy and said, "If you had a homosexual child, would you love him?" Billy didn't miss a beat. He replied with sincerity and gentleness, "Why, I would love that one even more."

· "I think that the Bible teaches that homosexuality is a sin, but the Bible also teaches that pride is a sin, jealously is a sin, and hate is a sin, evil thoughts are a sin, and so I don't think that homosexuality should be chosen as the overwhelming sin that we are doing today." 

Larry Gross has published long, comprehensive document on the history of religion and homosexuality that is current to within this past week entitled “Inventing Sin: Religion and Homosexuality”. Larry is the director of the USC Annenberg School for Communication and is a pioneer in the field of gay and lesbian studies. (TruthDig)

The Reading/Viewing Corner
Born Gay, The Psychobiology of Sex Orientation by Glenn Wilson and Qazi Rahman is reviewed and recommended by Bishop John Spong (Gay and Lesbian Books, Sep 28)


Support PFLAG Fort Collins / Northern Colorado—Become a Member

A membership in PFLAG extends a helping hand to families who have gay members, provides educational materials for families and the public, and offers a family voice that stands for equality and justice for all human beings. You can join at any time of the year. The current membership year extends from January 1, 2006, to December 31, 2006.

Name(s) of Member(s):

Address:


City:


State:

Zip Code:


Home Phone:


Other Phone:


Email:





Local Only
$10



Regular Member
$30



Supporting Member—Silver 
$45



Supporting Member—Gold
$75



Supporting Member—Platinum
$100



Donation





Email list only (no membership)

Make checks payable to PFLAG Fort Collins and mail to 305 West Magnolia, PMB 117, Fort Collins, CO  80521. Membership fees and contributions are tax deductible. All information will remain confidential. PFLAG is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization.
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Send news to share and feedback to jw6804@aol.com

