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Next Meeting

Date: January 9, 7pm Program, 8 pm Support

Program: GLBT-Related State Legislative Issues

Our local representatives, Bob Bacon and Angie Paccione (tentative attendance), will lead our discussion. Please come and learn more about the decisions that we in the GLBT and ally community may want to influence in 2006.

Important Note: Beginning this month our meeting format has changed:

· 6:45—Greet and mix

· 7:00—Program

· 8:00—Sharing and support

During sharing and support, we will break into two groups (unless attendance is particularly small in a given month). One group will focus on support, the other group on additional discussion of the evening’s program and/or current advocacy issues.

PFLAG Volunteers Needed

Our theme for 2006 is “Equality for All Families”. In support of this theme we have two focus areas:

1. Education/Advocacy: Help lead the Fort Collins/Northern Colorado efforts addressing the marriage amendment.

2. Support/Education: Enhance the PFLAG meeting experience for members and guests.

To help us succeed in the objectives for 2006, we need several volunteers:

· Two new board members 

· Volunteer to provide monthly PFLAG information to media and GLBT partners (~4 hr/month)

· Greeters to welcome new attendees

· Group leaders for support and discussion

We also need volunteers to help with our marriage equality efforts:

· Participate in Equality Knocks campaign

· Participate in letter-writing campaign to build awareness of GLBT families and their issues

· Receive training and be part of a speaker’s bureau

PFLAG News—Regional / National

The Colorado Coalition of PFLAG chapters will meet on January 14 in Denver from 9:30-4:00 in the penthouse at 1085 Lafayette Street near Cheesman Park. The afternoon workshop will include the confidential results of a demographic survey of 614 Coloradoans interviewed by a PR firm paid for by the Gill Foundation. Plan to attend to hear first-hand this fascinating analysis of voters' motivations and attitudes in regard to a ban on gay marriage in Colorado. You will learn talking points and who to reach out to in our community.  It is part of our effort to gear up across the state to fight this ban. Don't miss it! RSVP with Judy Trumpeter (pflagden@tde.com) if you plan to attend.

The national PFLAG organization released its 2005 annual summary, a year in which PFLAG helped move equality forward. Read all about PFLAG’s efforts for support, education, and advocacy. And please consider being an active member of your local PFLAG chapter to help us make great progress locally. [more]

News of Local Interest

Feb 11—Fort Collins Freedom to Marry Day 

Back Country Betties have several events planned, including a women’s weekend in Estes Park on Jan 14-15. For reservations and/or more information, contact Mountain Sage Inn, 970-586-2833, 800-553-2833, www.mountainsageinn.com.

June 17—The Lambda Center is planning its annual Pride in the Park. Save this date!

News of Regional Interest

The Metropolitan Community Church of the Rockies invites you to a workshop entitled “Spiritual Resources for Justice Work”. The workshop will be held on January 8 from 1:00-2:30 in Denver. The speaker, the Rev. Dr. G. Penny Nixon, nationally respected political activist, preacher, teacher and a pluralistic progressive Christian, will present an exciting, energizing workshop designed to explore spiritual resources that will help you nourish and sustain your passion for social justice work. MCC of the Rockies is located at 980 Clarkson Street on the SE Corner of 10th & Clarkson in Capitol Hill. Please RSVP with Christopher Hubble at 303-641-0824 or cahubble05@yahoo.com.

News of National/Global Interest

The state of Illinois recently passed a law that bans gay discrimination and also protects transgendered persons. The law was three decades in the making. [Washington Blade, Dec 31]

Great Britain passed the Civil Partnership Act, granting same sex couples legal recognition and protection for their relationships. The Independent Online Edition posted an opinion editorial by Tony Blair which celebrates the new law, its benefits and responsibilities. [Dec 21]

National PFLAG remains concerned about the nomination of Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr. to the Supreme Court. They provided this pointer to a 22-page position paper by Americans United for the Separation of Church and State. [more]

Equality in Marriage

Evan Wolfson, a civil rights lawyer for more than 20 years, has written a new book entitled Why Marriage Matters. This book is available in our PFLAG library. Mother Jones interviews him about his book in an article entitled “The Battle to Say I Do”. [more] 

As we think about and prepare for the expected marriage amendment in Colorado, this book provides important insights. For example, Evan presents the case for “ending same-sex couples’ exclusion from marriage” as opposed to “legalizing gay marriage.” He states that, “Government should not be putting obstacles in the path of people seeking to care for one another, and gay people have the same mix of reasons for wanting the freedom to marry and needing the protections and responsibilities of marriage as non-gay people do. There is no good reason for denying these couples the rules, the responsibilities, and the respect of marriage. Allowing these families to be stronger is not going to take anything away from anybody else.” He also asks, “Are we going to have a country that respects personal freedom and the ability of individuals to pursue happiness? Or is it a country where the government dictates to people how they should live and whom they should be with?”

Wolfson is currently the executive director of Freedom to Marry, a group he launched in 2003 that works to achieve marriage equality nationwide. His web site, freedomtomarry.org, is an ongoing source of good information on this topic.

Religion and Homosexuality

Dr. Robin Meyers gave an address at the Oklahoma University Peace Rally, Nov 14, 2004, about moral values. Dr. Meyers addressed how so-called "moral values" helped swing the election of President Bush. But using the age-old premise that actions speak louder than words, Dr. Meyers points out many actions that point to questionable moral values and calls us to take action. 

In an intriguing opinion editorial, Derek Davis compares Roy Moore (the judge famous for his determination to post the Ten Commandments in the Alabama courthouse) with Jesus. In keeping with Jesus’ admonition to pray in private, Mr. Davis states, “There is actually a very simple solution to the Ten Commandments controversy. Those who think the Commandments are important should memorize them – and have their children do so. In this way, they carry the truths of the Ten Commandments in their hearts without having to resort to public displays.” [more]

In “Sex and the church”, Keith Swain takes a look at the Catholic Church’s position of blaming its sex scandals on homosexuality (Denver Post, Dec 6). A similar piece, “What about girl victims” by Eileen McNamara, questions why the entire focus is on male victims (Boston Globe, Dec 4).

The Reading/Viewing Corner
My family recently saw Brokeback Mountain, the so-called “gay cowboy” movie. At the time of this newsletter, the movie is not showing in the Fort Collins or Loveland theaters. However, it is certainly worth the trip to Landmark Crossroads Cinema in Boulder. The movie earned seven Golden Globe nominations. For more information about the movie, see its reviews. For more information about movie times, see http://www.bouldermovies.com/. 

Scott Sherman, founder and host of “The Gay Parenting Show”, a broadcast featured on The Podcast Network, recently interviewed PFLAG’s Executive Director, Jody M. Huckaby. In the interview Jody discusses PFLAG’s mission and how our work is changing as many GLBT individuals become parents themselves. You can listen to the podcast for “Show # 14 – All about PFLAG” online. [more]
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