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Next Meeting

Date: April 10, 7PM Program, 8PM Support

Program: Story of local transgender child

Eric Boelts will speak about their 11-year-old, female-to-male transgender child, Hal. Hal told his parents he was in the wrong body at just 3 years old. Karen and Eric later found out, after putting him in therapy, that he was transgender. Since then they have educated his school, church and medical community. He "transitioned" in first grade and the entire school was supportive of him. Now as Hal enters puberty, he is facing hormone therapy and other issues. Come hear this amazing story full of compassion, strength and hope. 

Two years ago, the Boelts family was featured on Oprah. A video recording of the show is available from the PFLAG library for checkout.

Local PFLAG News

We want to express our appreciation to the Colorado Gay Rodeo Association and its rodeo director, Roger Japp, for making PFLAG Fort Collins one of the beneficiaries of its 2005 and 2006 fundraising. Roger presented PFLAG with a check for $420 at our February meeting. Thank you Roger and the Colorado Gay Rodeo Association! For more information about this organization and the rodeo that will raise funds for PFLAG, see www.cgra.net.

PFLAG changed its web site hosting recently. As a result, our mailing list is managed by different software. You will now receive a monthly email from mailman-owner@pflagftc.org about your mailing list membership. If you need to change your email address or wish to unsubscribe, simply follow the directions in the email. If you want to continue your membership with no changes, just delete the email. 
Upcoming Local / Regional Events

Apr 8: Breakfast with Angie Paccione at Avo’s from 8:00-9:45AM, $5 for the breakfast bar.

Apr 22: Boulder’s Open Door Fund welcomes Barney Frank, Massachusetts Congressman and Speaker at the 10th Annual Open Door Fund Dinner. The dinner will be held at St. Julien’s Hotel, 900 Walnut Street, Boulder. Cocktails are at 5:30 PM, dinner at 7 PM, $125/person. You can get reservation details at www.opendoorfund.org, 303.442.0436.

May 13: The Colorado Coalition of PFLAG chapters will meet in Evergreen at Church of the Hills Fellowship Hall. The meeting begins at 9:30, with the afternoon workshop focused on GLAAD Media Essentials training presented by Shana Naomi Krochmal, the Western Region Director from GLAAD. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Doug or Paul at 303.674.7951 or doug2paul@msn.com. For more information, please contact Julie Wilson at 970.667.5236 (jw6804@aol.com). 

ERC and The Center Join Forces

Equal Rights Colorado (ERC) and the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Community Center of Colorado (The Center) have announced that they are joining forces in a strategic new alliance.

ERC’s mission of promoting equal rights for Colorado’s GLBT community and its families through non-partisan state legislative advocacy, which includes hiring a full-time professional lobbyist, will remain the same, and ERC will continue to operate as a 501(c)(4) corporation with its own board of directors. The main difference will be that ERC will now function as a specialized program of The Center and have staff support, instead of being an all-volunteer, stand-alone agency.

The Center will continue to operate as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation whose mission includes educating the community about legal and public policy issues affecting GLBT civil rights, along with the other services it provides at its facilities on 1050 Broadway and through its sponsorship of Denver’s annual PrideFest. The overlap that exists between the two organizations’ missions and constituencies is what makes this a natural alliance; each complements the work of the other. The ACLU and other organizations that do educational work as well as lobbying also use this model.

News of National/Global Interest

National PFLAG publishes a quarterly newsletter entitled PFLAGpole. You can access an online version of the newsletter at PFLAG’s website. One important article is “PFLAG’s legislative outlook for 2006.” 

On Wednesday, March 1, 2006, in Annapolis at a hearing on the proposed Constitutional Amendment to prohibit gay marriage, Jamie Raskin, professor of law at AU (American University), was requested to testify. At the end of his testimony, Republican Senator Nancy Jacobs said, "Mr. Raskin, my Bible says marriage is only between a man and a woman. What do you have to say about that?" Raskin replied, "Senator, when you took your oath of office, you placed your hand on the Bible and swore to uphold the Constitution. You did not place your hand on the Constitution and swear to uphold the Bible."

The room erupted with applause.

Advocacy—Non-Discrimination

SB06-81 Employment Non-Discrimination Protections would add sexual orientation and transgender status to the current state employment non-discrimination act. After a brief hearing, SB06-81 was referred to the Senate Finance Committee with a favorable recommendation by the Colorado Senate’s Business, Labor & Technology Committee. The latter vote was 5-2 in favor, with all the Democrats and one Republican, Ken Kester (R-Las Animas), on the committee voting for and the remaining two Republicans voting against its passage. Following the Senate Finance Committee hearing, where approval is also expected, it will be referred to the full Senate for debate and a vote. To find out more, check out the Equal Rights Colorado web site.

Advocacy—Equality in Marriage

Colorado House Bill 06-1344 seeks to establish domestic partnerships for same-sex couples. If passed by the Colorado legislature, it will be placed on November’s ballot for a statewide vote. 

Opponents of the bill (Rocky Mountain Family Council) have dubbed it the “Same as Marriage” bill, in preparation for the fight for the hearts and minds of voters as we face an anti-gay marriage amendment saying “Marriage is between one man and one woman” as well as the Domestic Partnership referendum. [Bill 1344 full text]

PFLAG frequently talks about the importance of telling your personal stories and not shying away from revealing how important your GLBT loved ones are and how discrimination hurts our families.

Make a commitment today to learn more about marriage equality and talk to three people who need to hear the message. [more]

Check out the Coloradans for Fairness and Equality web site, if you are interested in helping with the campaign to pass the domestic partnership referendum and defeat the anti-gay marriage amendment. For more information about local opportunities, please contact Julie Wilson at 970.667.5236 (jw6804@aol.com).

GLBT Youth and Safe Schools

For those of you facing trans issues, check out TNET. PFLAG’s Transgender Network focuses on support for transgender people and their parents, families, and friends; education on transgender facts and issues; and advocacy for equal rights for the transgender community at local and national levels. Local resources include:

· Transgender issues from the CU GLBT Resource Center

· Gender Identity Center of Colorado
Religion and Homosexuality

The Denver Post published an opinion editorial by Emily Spearman on February 15 entitled “From 1851 to 2006: Ain’t I a Christian?”  Emily, a senior at Fairview High School in Boulder, compares the current culture wars to the mid-1800’s battles over slavery and women’s rights and posits the belief that progressive and liberal religious viewpoints as well as social justice are genuinely Christian. [more]

The Reading/Viewing Corner

· “The Gill Action Fund: Serious LGBT politics” by Bob Roehr (Bay Area Reporter, Mar 30)

· CBS’s 60 Minutes featured “The Science of Sexuality” (Mar 12)

· CNN's Paula Zahn interviewed a family with a transgender child (Mar 9)
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In addition to parents, families, friends, and GLBT people, we welcome
anyone involved in the coming-out process.  
We welcome anyone who supports the PFLAG mission of 
SUPPORT, EDUCATION and ADVOCACY for GLBT people.
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