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Next Meeting

Date: June 12, 7PM Program, 8PM Support

Program: The Gentle Art of Biblical Self-Defense

The Rev. Mark Lee will present session two on "The Gentle Art of Biblical Self-Defense."  This session focuses on texts in the Greek ("New") Testament and GLBT-positive Biblical material. 

Pastor Lee writes, “In our culture, one of the primary rationales of homophobia is based on ‘what the Bible says.’  Modern scholars have taken a fresh look at the traditional proof-texts used against GLBT people and have discovered that perhaps they need to be interpreted in a different light.”  

Pastor Lee has been working with GLBT Christians for the past 25 years, first with Evangelicals Concerned, then as a pastor in the Metropolitan Community Churches.  He has a BA from LeTourneau College, a M.Div. from Iliff School of Theology, and is graduating in June with a Doctor of Ministry degree from Iliff.  

There will be time for questions as well as discussion of each presentation.

PFLAG News

June 17: Pride in the Park: Volunteers needed. Can you help man PFLAG’s booth? We will be providing PFLAG information, ballot initiative information, as well as a rainbow beanbag toss for the kids. Contact Julie at 970.667.5236 if you can help. (Leave a message!)

June  25: The Pridefest Parade begins at 9:30. Join PFLAG in marching in the parade. We’ll march with the Colorado Coalition of PFLAG chapters and meet in Cheesman Park about 8:30. Contact Julie at 970.667.5236 if you plan to march with PFLAG.

July 8-9: The Colorado Gay Rodeo Association is sponsoring two evenings of gay rodeos at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds in Golden, Colorado. PFLAG Fort Collins/ Northern Colorado is one of the beneficiaries of this event. So have fun by supporting your GLBT rodeo community and benefiting PFLAG at the same time. For more information, see their rodeo page. If you are willing to help, they are still seeking volunteers.

News of Local Interest

When you seek news about local activities and opportunities for the GLBT community, remember to check http://fortpride.org for current information.

June 16: Rainbow Chorus presents “A Little Light in the Loafers!” at Sunset Event Center. The evening includes a silent auction.

June 17: 3rd Annual Pride in the Park at Library Park, 201 Peterson Street, Fort Collins, 11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

News of Regional Interest

July 21: Noche Caliente! El Centro Esperanza is celebrating four years of service to Colorado’s gay and bisexual Latino community with a dinner, Mercado (a Latino market), awards, and entertainment starring Denver’s famous female illusionist, Nina Montaldo. The event takes place on Friday, July 21, 5:30 p.m. at the Walnut Foundry in Denver. For more information call 720.904.7125 or visit www.elfuturoprogram.org.

July 22: Save this date! Soulforce is gathering thousands of people on July 22, 2006, for the "1000 Watt March, Vigil and Concert" in Colorado Springs. Actor and activist Chad Allen together with Judy Shepard will lead the march to Focus on the Family. The Soulforce plans to encircle Focus on the Family for a brief vigil, joining hearts and hands to peacefully call on James Dobson to end his discriminatory and misleading campaign against the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community. Afterwards, Judy Shepard and Chad Allen will speak truth to James Dobson's untruth and then Broadway Star Billy Porter will perform his amazing concert that will have you dancing in the streets! Soulforce plans the gathering to show the public the loving and vibrant spirit of our community and peacefully call all fair-minded Americans to resist injustice. If you can't march with Soulforce, just meet them outside Focus on the Family (8685 Explorer Drive) at about 7:45 pm for the vigil and 8:30 pm for the concert.
Colorado Voting Records

Pat Steadman of Equal Rights Colorado provided us with information on the voting records for Northern Colorado legislators on two GLBT-related bills this year.

SB 81 – ENDA (“employment non-discrimination act” adds sexual orientation to state laws prohibiting employment discrimination; includes transgender in definition of “sexual orientation”). Passed Senate 19 to 14; Passed House 39 to 26.

Rep. Dale Hall – NO 

Rep. Diane Hoppe – NO 

Rep. Kevin Lundberg – NO 

Rep. Bob McCluskey – NO 

Rep. Angie Paccione – YES 

Rep. Jim Riesberg – YES 

Rep. Jim Welker – NO 

Sen. Bob Bacon – YES 

Sen. Greg Brophy – NO 

Sen. Steve Johnson – NO 

Sen. Dave Owen – NO 

HB 1344 – Domestic Partnership Benefits & Responsibilities Act (refers to the November 2006 ballot a measure creating domestic partnerships for same-sex couples with the benefits, protections and responsibilities provided by state law to spouses). Passed House 38 to 27; Passed Senate 19 to 16.

Rep. Dale Hall – NO 

Rep. Diane Hoppe – NO 

Rep. Kevin Lundberg – NO  

Rep. Bob McCluskey – YES 

Rep. Angie Paccione – YES 

Rep. Jim Riesberg – YES 

Rep. Jim Welker – NO 

Sen. Bob Bacon – YES 

Sen. Greg Brophy – NO 

Sen. Steve Johnson – NO 

Sen. Dave Owen – NO 

Please write a letter of thanks to those legislators who voted in a way that supports you.

News of National / Global Interest

Due to a lawsuit brought by the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network the government to turn over documents relating to the surveillance of LGBT and other organizations involved in efforts to repeal the Military's Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy. "The very idea that the federal government believes freedom of speech is a threat to national security is unconscionable," said Steve Ralls, Servicemembers Legal Defense Network’s Director of Communications. “The Pentagon has acknowledged that collection of the information was perhaps inappropriate.”  [PageOneQ]

Sometimes it is hard to discern the truth. You may have heard about plans for GLBT families to take part in the White House Easter Egg Roll. This plan caused consternation among more conservative citizens. Read two contrasting reports on how it turned out: PrideSource vs. PageOneQ.

An amendment to the Higher Education Act that has already passed in the House would exempt private religious-affiliated colleges and universities from following nondiscrimination policies as a stipulation for getting accreditation because the policies allegedly conflict with their mission statements. In other words, the discriminatory practices of an institution would not be a reason for them to lose accreditation - the key to these private institutions receiving federal funds.

To put it into plain terms, should this change become law, schools that fall into these categories would, for example, be allowed to deny access to GLBT students, discriminate against GLBT faculty and include in their curricula any anti-gay content – factually incorrect as it might be – that they deem consistent with their religious beliefs. Stay tuned on this one as PFLAG sorts out what exactly is going on and how best to respond.

Research Opportunity

Shawn V. Giammattei, a doctoral student in clinical psychology at the California School of Professional Psychology at Alliant International University in San Francisco, is conducting a national online research study on Lesbian and Gay parents and their children. You qualify to participate if you are a gay or lesbian parent with at least one child between the ages of 7 and 17 who became a parent to this child after coming out. For more information, see http://www.natfamstudy.com/.

GLBT Youth and Safe Schools

PFOX – the “ex-gay” organization – and the Liberty Council – the legal group associated with Focus on the Family that handled the Terri Shiavo case – have launched a new high school-based initiative to counter the good work that PFLAG and our allies having been doing for years in creating safer learning environments for GLBT youth. Their “Change is Possible Campaign” will seek to encourage the creation of “Gay to Straight Clubs” in high schools across the country and to work to assure that “the ex-gay viewpoint be included in all diversity day presentations that discuss homosexuality.” 

We know all too well that the ex-gay agenda presupposes that people are not really gay – just misguided – and can change. Even worse, they believe that people should change because their religion dictates it. National PFLAG is already working closely with our allies to educate schools about this latest effort by the ex- gay movement that aims to distract, confuse and intimidate educators and school administrators. We stand with every legitimate mental health and physician’s associations in speaking the truth about homosexuality – that it is a natural, normal and healthy variation on human sexuality. And we will continue to work with our chapters to give them the tools and resources necessary to speak the truth loudly and clearly in their own communities.

Be sure to re-familiarize yourself with the issue by checking out PFLAG’s information on the "ex-gay" movement.

Advocacy: Domestic Partnerships

The fifth annual Out & Equal/Harris Interactive®/Witeck-Combs Communications survey explored workplace attitudes toward LGBT people. They found that a majority of heterosexual adults (61%) believe that a company should have the freedom to decide for itself the benefits it offers to its employees and their spouses or partners – not federal or state policy. The survey also indicated that the benefits a company offers its employees is a critical determinant to where one works. (See press release.)

Equality in Marriage 

In contrast to the beliefs of most of us in the PFLAG community, the American Family Association believes that all "religious liberties will be stripped away" if gay marriage is legalized. [more]

Coming to a Ballot Near You

When Average Voter steps into the voting booth in six months, she is likely to be confronted by a ballot crowded with issues running the gamut from abortion rights to school funding to immigration.  Among the throng of issues to be decided is what level of recognition, if any, should the state of Colorado give to same-sex couples. Thanks to actions by the Colorado legislature, voters will decide whether to approve same-sex domestic partnerships (DPs), presented on the ballot as `Referendum F' (think of Fairness or Families). The Colorado DP law has an exemption for adoption agencies that have a religiously based objection to adoptions by same-sex couples. 

The Reading/Viewing Corner

· Still Standing by Blayne Bell, published by HeartStrong—In 2001, Blayne Bell was given an ultimatum by Abilene Christian University: either do six hours of counseling a week to 'fix" his gayness, or he was going to lose his scholarship, his on-campus job, housing and all the college credits he worked so hard for because ACU wasn't going to have gays on their campus. Blayne has been in the music business and is an open and affirming GLBT recording artist. The book’s title is a reflection of his mission of reaching out to youth and the GLBT community and showing them how to overcome barriers to being openly gay. [more]

· Gay Church is a web site dedicated to ministering to the gay and lesbian Christian community (GLBT) and friends of our community. If a gay person or their extended family wants to find a supportive, gay affirming Christian church in their area, this web site may be able to help.

· “Same-sex marriage morally right and fiscally sound” by Dan McCarthy (The Examiner, Apr 18)


Support PFLAG Fort Collins / Northern Colorado—Become a Member

A membership in PFLAG extends a helping hand to families who have gay members, provides educational materials for families and the public, and offers a family voice that stands for equality and justice for all human beings. You can join at any time of the year. The current membership year extends from January 1, 2006, to December 31, 2006.

Name(s) of Member(s):

Address:


City:


State:

Zip Code:


Home Phone:


Other Phone:


Email:





Local Only
$10



Regular Member
$30



Supporting Member—Silver 
$45



Supporting Member—Gold
$75



Supporting Member—Platinum
$100



Donation





Email list only (no membership)

Make checks payable to PFLAG Fort Collins and mail to 305 West Magnolia, PMB 117, Fort Collins, CO  80521. Membership fees and contributions are tax deductible. All information will remain confidential. PFLAG is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization.

MEETINGS:  
CONTACTS:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
2nd Monday each month, 6:45 pm
Local chapter: 970.407.0300
Web site: www.pflagftc.org
Plymouth Congregational Church
Julie 970.667.5236
Email: info@pflagftc.org
916 W. Prospect Rd.
Bev 970.484.0031
Mail: 305 W Magnolia, PMB 117

Fort Collins, Colorado
Don 970.278.0261
Fort Collins, CO  80521

In addition to parents, families, friends, and GLBT people, we welcome
anyone involved in the coming-out process.  
We welcome anyone who supports the PFLAG mission of 
SUPPORT, EDUCATION and ADVOCACY for GLBT people.

PFLAG �Fort Collins / Northern Colorado








Editor: Julie Wilson
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Send news to share and feedback to jw6804@aol.com

