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Next Meeting

Date: July 10, 7PM Program, 8PM Support

Program: “Rights, Protections and Responsibilities Under a Domestic Partnership Statute”

Presenter: Pat Steadman, Equal Rights Colorado (ERC)

Mr. Steadman was instrumental in helping this bill get out of the legislature. He has been asked to describe the “Rights, Protections and Responsibilities Under a Domestic Partnership Statute” (Referendum H) as well as comment on the Marriage Amendment initiative, the Lundberg-Perkins anti-domestic partnership initiative and the Domestic Partnership initiative that defines domestic partnerships as “not similar to marriage”.

PFLAG News

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) made history on June 30 as the first organization for families and allies of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) people to ring The Closing Bell (SM) at the New York Stock Exchange. 

PFLAG’s trip to Wall Street – to “ring the closing bell on homophobia” – was an opportunity to discuss the exponentially growing reach of the buying power of GLBT Americans when coupled with the purchasing force of their families and friends. “The purchasing power of the GLBT community is estimated today to be a massive $641 billion, with projections reaching $1 trillion by 2012. Add in the buying power of the millions of family members and friends who show fierce allegiance to fair-minded corporations, and you get a message that no company can afford to ignore: equality is good for business,” said Jody M. Huckaby, executive director of the more than 200,000-member organization. 

PFLAG pointed to the expanding number of companies – including nearly half of Fortune 500 corporations – that embrace GLBT-friendly practices including domestic partner benefits, nondiscrimination policies, and financial support for organizations working to promote equality. 

Corporations supporting PFLAG’s appearance at the New York Stock Exchange on June 30 included American Airlines, Chubb, the Citigroup Foundation, Dow, IBM, Logo, the National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, Pfizer, and Wyndham Hotels & Resorts.

News of Regional Interest

July 8-9: The Colorado Gay Rodeo Association is sponsoring two days of gay rodeos at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds in Golden, Colorado. PFLAG Fort Collins/ Northern Colorado is one of the beneficiaries of this event. So have fun by supporting your GLBT rodeo community and benefiting PFLAG at the same time. For more information, see their rodeo page. If you are willing to help, they are still seeking volunteers.

July 21: Noche Caliente! El Centro Esperanza is celebrating four years of service to Colorado’s gay and bisexual Latino community with a dinner, Mercado (a Latino market), awards, and entertainment starring Denver’s famous female illusionist, Nina Montaldo. The event takes place on Friday, July 21, 5:30 p.m. at the Walnut Foundry in Denver. For more information call 720.904.7125 or visit www.elfuturoprogram.org.

July 22: Soulforce is gathering thousands of people on July 22, 2006, for the "1000 Watt March, Vigil and Concert" in Colorado Springs. Actor and activist Chad Allen together with Judy Shepard will lead the march to Focus on the Family. Soulforce plans to encircle Focus on the Family for a brief vigil, joining hearts and hands to peacefully call on James Dobson to end his discriminatory and misleading campaign against the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community. Afterwards, Judy Shepard and Chad Allen will speak truth to James Dobson's untruth and then Broadway Star Billy Porter will perform his amazing concert that will have you dancing in the streets! Soulforce plans the gathering to show the public the loving and vibrant spirit of our community and peacefully call all fair-minded Americans to resist injustice. If you can't march with Soulforce, just meet them outside Focus on the Family (8685 Explorer Drive) at about 7:45 pm for the vigil and 8:30 pm for the concert. For more information, see http://www.soulforce.org/article/737.

August 2-6: Rendezvous 2006, Wyoming’s Pride Event

Get your campers, tents, RV’s, sleeping bags, and all your other camping gear ready, because it is right around the corner. Rendezvous 2006 will kick off at noon on Wednesday, August 2nd and run through noon on Sunday, August 6th in an unimproved campground in the Medicine Bow National Forest, which is between Cheyenne and Laramie. As always, there will be lots of fun activities, hilarious contests, good food, informative workshops, great entertainment, and time for dancing and socializing.

The Matthew Shepard Foundation will sponsor the third annual Film Festival on Thursday evening. Friday will be filled with a variety of entertainment including, from Salt Lake City, the queer comedy of Alan Walker. You will not want to miss the Festival Saturday afternoon. There will be vendors, games, entertainment, a pride parade and an ice cream social. This fun-filled afternoon will be followed by the ever popular Von Harlow Sister’s doing “Broadway” like only they know how.

Additional information is available at http://wyomingequality.org/evtRenMain.htm.

September 1-4: FTM 2006: A Gender Odyssey

A Gender Odyssey is a national conference for masculine-identified people who were assigned female gender at birth as well as our friends, allies, and families. This conference offers a variety of workshops and discussions addressing the practical and personal aspects of trans lives. Accompanying events include a vendor fair, art exhibit, BBQ, film festival, and more. 

This conference is open to anyone! This year’s conference will be held in Seattle, Washington. For more information, see http://www.transconference.org/details/events/.

News of National / Global Interest

Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was elected the 26th Presiding Bishop and the highest-ranked female leader in the history of the Anglican Communion. Many fear the church is headed for schism, first because of electing a gay bishop, and now a presiding bishop who supports gay and lesbian rights (Times Online UK, June 18).

A Pentagon document classifies homosexuality as a mental disorder, decades after mental health experts abandoned that position. The document outlines retirement or other discharge, and in a section on defects lists homosexuality alongside mental retardation and personality disorders. [More at TruthOut]

Advocacy:
Write Your Representative

The Federal Marriage Amendment (FMA) was defeated in the Senate, but our work is not over.  The House of Representatives will vote on the discriminatory FMA later this summer. Your members of Congress need to hear from you! Please write today to express your opinion about the FMA. You can write directly (get the address by providing your nine-digit zip code at this web site):

http://www.house.gov/writerep/. Or you can go to the HRC web site and use their form letter.  

Advocacy: Domestic Partnerships

Your help is needed to help promote Domestic Partnerships and to defeat the constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage. The Fort Collins PFLAG Board officially voted to support the campaign by Coloradans For Fairness and Equity (CFE) to do just that. And good news is that CFE is opening a regional office in Fort Collins at 212 South Mason Street. Contact Chris Minter (cminter@co-fairequal.org) or Andy Stoll (astoll@co-fairequal.org) for more information. 

You can volunteer in many ways. 

· PETITIONS. Collect signatures (each petition holds 50) at church, group meetings or political events. Help CFE collect more than 100,000 signatures of registered voters before the end of July.
· PHONE BANKS. Will run weekday evenings from 5:30 PM to 9 PM. Helps build up a list of supporters (no fund raising).

· DATA ENTRY/OFFICE HELP. Entering data into computers. A simple but important job. Also stuffing envelopes, research, phone calls to volunteers, etc. 

· HOUSE PARTY. Host a party in your home. You invite guests, CFE provides speaker. 

· DONATIONS. Your gift is crucial to our ability to spread the word about the common-sense referendum to enact domestic partnerships in Colorado. 
Thank you for any way you help.

The Reading/Viewing Corner

· The new US Episcopal church leader says homosexuality no sin (Reuters, June 19)

· Two letters to the editor against the Federal Marriage amendment (Akron, Ohio Beacon Journal, June 7)

· Ballot measures on gay relationships bring out donations (Rocky Mountain News, June 6)

· Straight into Gay America: My Unicycle Journey for Equal Rights by Lars Clausen

MEETINGS:  
CONTACTS:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
2nd Monday each month, 6:45 pm
Local chapter: 970.407.0300
Web site: www.pflagftc.org
Plymouth Congregational Church
Julie 970.667.5236
Email: info@pflagftc.org
916 W. Prospect Rd.
Bev 970.484.0031
Mail: 305 W Magnolia, PMB 117

Fort Collins, Colorado
Don 970.278.0261
Fort Collins, CO  80521

In addition to parents, families, friends, and GLBT people, we welcome
anyone involved in the coming-out process.  
We welcome anyone who supports the PFLAG mission of 
SUPPORT, EDUCATION and ADVOCACY for GLBT people.
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