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Next Meeting

Date: November 10, 7PM Program, 8PM Support 
Program: PFLAG and TYES: Supporting Trans Youth and Their Families
 

Straight from the fantastic PFLAG regional conference, this month’s presentation will consist of a panel of parents who will share their children’s coming out stories, their transitions, and how PFLAG can increase support for all trans families.
Panelists include Karen Axe, Just Evelyn, Lynn Howard, Kevin Edwards, Michelle Benzor and her daughter Melaina Marquez. All panelists are members of TYES, a support group in the Denver area that was established in September 2007. All of the panelists have female-affirmed youth who transitioned from 5 years to 16 years of age.

This is a “don’t miss” program. We hope to see you there!

Transportation to PFLAG Meetings

If you are interested in attending PFLAG meetings but need transportation, please call Craig Wilson at 667-5236 prior to the day of the meeting. 

PFLAG Members in the News

Two of our PFLAG members recently traveled to New York City to be on The Maury Povich Show. Melaina, a transgender teen, and her mother Michelle were interviewed. Michelle felt they were successful in representing the transgender community in a positive way. We do not yet have a copy of the show in the PFLAG library.  

Receive PFLAG National News

PFLAG National maintains a mailing list that provides excellent and timely updates on news of interest to PFLAG members. To sign up, simply go to www.pflag.org and click “Sign-Up for e-News” in the upper right hand corner, right under “Find a PFLAG chapter.”  On this screen you will click on “New User Registration”.

PFLAG Conference Feedback

The PFLAG regional conference theme was “United We Can! An Intergenerational Call to Action”. As reported last month, the conference was excellent. The planning committee received this thank you letter:
Hello, I wanted to just take this time to thank you all for giving me the opportunity to attend the PFLAG Boulder Western Region Conference. I work with Cooper at the Santa Fe Mountain Center with the GSA Youth Council and also with ABQ PFLAG. It was so inspiring to see many parents attend the conference and see the youth there as well. It shows that many people from different backgrounds can come together with a mission. I thought the conference was very intergenerational and loved the entertainment provided. The special guest speakers were awesome and couldn't have been a better choice of individuals. I learned so much simply by talking to parents, youth, and allies. My favorite workshop was the X-Gay movement which was well organized, interactive, and educational. The food was delicious and overall for my first PFLAG Conference I was very impressed! Once again thank you so much for everything you all do as a chapter and allowing me to experience this conference. 

Sincerely,

Ruben Ortega Jr.

Eldorado HS GSA President

Albuquerque, NM 

Events of Local/Regional Interest

Nov 8: NARTH Protest, Stapleton
NARTH (National Association For Research And Therapy Of Homosexuality), a group of "gay curing" therapists, is having their annual convention in Denver this weekend. Soulforce is organizing a protest out front of the host hotel, the Renaissance on Quebec in Stapleton Saturday morning from 8:45-10:00AM. 

Signs will be provided. For more information, contact Dan Gonzales at exgaysurvivordan@gmail.com or 805-268-2562. To learn more about the ex-gay conference, see beyondexgay.com. 
Nov 12: SoleJourney documentary and discussion

What a rare opportunity! You can view this new documentary and participate in Q&A with director of the film! This event is sponsored by CSU and begins at 6:00. Location to be announced—call 970-491-4342.

 SoleJourney tells an inspiring and true story of courageous families confronting the anti-GLBT rhetoric and political policy-making of the fundamentalist mega-organization Focus on the Family and Dr. James Dobson, headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The film follows participants in their march from the steps of the Denver State Capitol to the entrance of Focus on the Family in Co. Springs, and all of their commitment to nonviolence resistance to hate filled rhetoric.  For more information about the film, please visit www.klondykepictures.com/.

Nov 20: Making Marriage Legal—Does it Matter?

Boulder PFLAG’s November meeting features this very timely topic. The panel consists of five recently marriage same-sex couples. Boulder PFLAG meets at First United Methodist Church, 1421 Spruce Street. The program begins at 7:30PM.
Dec 12: Something About Lulu trio
The band Something About Lulu performed at the recent PFLAG regional conference. We were very impressed. You can catch this band locally at Everyday Joe's, 144 South Mason in Ft. Collins with Driftwood Fired. 
Jan 28-Feb 1: National Conference on LGBT Equality
The “National Conference on LGBT Equality: Creating Change” will take place in Denver! See http://www.thetaskforce.org/events/creating_change.
News of National/Global Interest

Connecticut’s Supreme Court ruled in October that same-sex couples have the right to marry. Connecticut was the first state to voluntarily pass laws to affirm civil unions. The 4-3 ruling states that civil unions aren't enough to protect the rights of gay couples. In the majority opinion, Justice Richard N. Palmer wrote that denying marriage to same-sex couples would create separate standards. "Interpreting our state constitutional provisions in accordance with firmly established equal protection principles leads inevitably to the conclusion that gay persons are entitled to marry the otherwise qualified same sex partner of their choice," Palmer wrote. [Huffington Post, Oct 10]
Election News
In this election, citizens of four different states failed to move equality forward. Rather, they passed ballot initiatives that directly (negatively) impacted LGBT people. 

California voters passed Proposition 8 by a vote of 52% to 48%. The proposition read "only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California." But supporters of Proposition 8 made the race about much more than that. They were able to focus the debate on their assertion that public school children would be indoctrinated into accepting gay marriage against their parents' wishes, churches would be sanctioned for not performing same-sex weddings and the institution of marriage would be irreparably harmed.
In response to California’s vote, Jody Huckaby, PFLAG’s executive director wrote, “While our families have encountered a heartbreaking obstacle on the road to full equality in California, the broad coalition of Americans who support fundamental rights for everyone will continue to work towards a day when the dignity of every American is respected.  … All of us at PFLAG remain committed to securing the rights our families and loved ones deserve.” [more]
The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Action Fund issued a press release about the Equality For All coalition that fought so hard against Proposition 8. In part it reads, “Despite this setback in California, we have seen an unprecedented positive shift in public attitudes toward the freedom to marry in California — from 38 percent in our favor during the 2000 vote to 48 percent this election. Public opinion is steadily moving in our favor, and in time, with continued work and renewed investment, fairness and equality will ultimately prevail.” [more]

Florida, Arkansas and Arizona also passed initiatives that roll back or deny full equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens in those states. In Florida and Arizona, voters approved constitutional amendments barring recognition of same-sex couples. In Florida, the measure also included civil unions and domestic partnerships. And in Arkansas, voters approved a measure prohibiting the placement of foster children in homes with unmarried citizens. The Arkansas measure was specifically aimed at LGBT foster parents, but also impacts unmarried heterosexual foster parents.
Finally, I want to call your attention to the words of PFLAG’s national president, John Cepek. He reminds us to dream big dreams. Securing civil and cultural equality for LGBT individuals in America and throughout the world is a big dream. In America we simultaneously took steps backward (through the passage of four anti-LGBT initiatives) and forward through the election of the most supportive president and Congress in U.S. history. [more]
Join PFLAG’s Speakers’ Bureau
The single most effective way to move equality forward is to educate everyone in our lives: our family members, friends, classmates, co-workers and faith communities. Research has shown that, when PFLAG members share our personal stories about our families, others are moved to take action and vote the right way. 

As PFLAG members, remember to: 

· Share your personal story about your LGBT loved ones, and explain why ballot initiatives such as the ones that passed in this election hurt the people you love; 

· Explain why discrimination is always wrong, and that, while not everyone may agree on every issue, we can surely all agree that everyone deserves to be treated fairly; and 

· Talk about the impact of these initiatives on the whole community, and how it is not only LGBT people, but their loved ones, their communities and, in some states, even straight voters who will be negatively affected by these measures. 

Education and sharing our stories are both key to moving equality forward. To this end, our local PFLAG chapter invites you to join our speakers’ bureau. In 2009 PFLAG will be actively seeking more opportunities to share our stories in the community and we need your help. If you are interested, please contact Bev Webber, 484-0031.
Safe Schools

GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network) reports that 9 out of 10 LGBT students experience harassment. Additionally, three-fifths (60.8%) felt unsafe at school because of their sexual orientation and about a third (32.7%) skipped a day of school in the past month because of feeling unsafe. On the positive side, students in schools with a Gay-Straight Alliance:

· Heard fewer homophobic remarks

· Experienced less harassment and assault because of their sexual orientation and gender expression
· Were more likely to report incidents of harassment and assault to school staff

· Were less likely to feel unsafe because of their sexual orientation or gender expression
· Were less likely to miss school because of safety concerns
· Reported a greater sense of belonging to their school community. 
[2007 National School Climate Survey]
Studies show teens are coming out at younger ages. Are our schools equipped to keep them safe? The Gay and Lesbian Times featured a two-part article on this subject.

· Coming out in adolescence Part 1
· Coming out in adolescence Part 2
· Coming out to parents, relatives, and straight friends
As LGBT students consider colleges, they should keep in mind the LGBT-Friendly Campus Climate Index: http://www.campusclimateindex.org/
Reading/Viewing Corner

· A celebrity ad campaign including Hilary Duff aims to stamp out anti-gay language [CNN video]
· “Surviving and Thriving in the Midst of Anti-Gay Politics [Dr. Glenda Russell, Nov 2004]
· “Gay unions shed light on gender in marriage” [International Herald Tribune, June 19]
· The founder of Diversity Rules Magazine, Jim Koury offers excellent guidance for National Coming Out Day—“ On national day, come out, come out, wherever you are” [The Daily Star, Oct 11]

· PFLAG dad and retired Army Colonel letter to the editor: “Time for 'Don't ask, Don't tell' has come, gone” [Marietta Daily Journal, Nov 2]

· “How My Lesbian Boss Makes Me a Better Father” [John Koch, Huffington Post, Oct 30]
· PFLAG protest at Love Won Out conference in Orlando [YouTube]

· “Gay is a choice?” op-ed article in response to Governor Sarah Palin’s words to Katie Couric [LA Times, Oct 8] 
· TransFaith Online recently added a new section on intersex. Extend your knowledge about this portion of the LGBT community.
· PFLAG is on MySpace, Facebook, and Friends You Know. Link to PFLAG today.
MEETINGS:  
CONTACTS:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
2nd Monday each month, 6:45 pm
Local chapter: 970.407.0300
Web site: www.pflagftc.org
Plymouth Congregational Church
Julie 970.667.5236
Email: info@pflagftc.org
916 W. Prospect Rd.
Bev 970.484.0031
Mail: 305 W Magnolia, PMB 117

Fort Collins, Colorado
Don 970.278.0261
Fort Collins, CO  80521

In addition to parents, families, friends, and GLBT people, we welcome
anyone involved in the coming-out process.  
We welcome anyone who supports the PFLAG mission of 
SUPPORT, EDUCATION and ADVOCACY for GLBT people.

What One Person Can Do---Panel, Sunday morning, Sept. 21, 2008

At the PFLAG Mountain West Regional Conference

By Jean Hodges

I am a disciple of Martin Luther King, Jr.  Following Dr. De La Torre’s speech as a reformed Southern Baptist homophobe, I am emboldened in this moment to claim that I am also a follower of Jesus.  I usually hesitate to call myself a “Christian” because it conjures so many negative responses, especially within the LGBT community.  I have always believed that I didn’t need to talk about my religion because if my actions don’t reflect my faith, then I’m not doing it very well.

I was a student at Ohio Wesleyan University (a Methodist-related school where my social consciousness was born) when Brown vs. the Board of Education became law and I became aware of civil rights issues and race.   When Dr. King was assassinated in l968, I made a commitment to myself and God that I would do what I could to make a difference as an individual to confront racism.  I wrote and toured a play called White to White to raise awareness for changes needed by white people to stop prejudiced language and attitudes.  I became convinced that the racial riots of the 60’s were a “white problem” not a “black problem.” I decided then to speak up whenever I heard racist jokes or put-downs.

In l992 when our son came out to us as a gay man, there was a new frontier of prejudice called homophobia that I felt called to address.  The passage of Amendment 2 which made discrimination against gays and lesbians legal was my wakeup-call to confront the injustice of homophobia.  It was the event that precipitated my husband and me, along with a handful of others, to start our own PFLAG chapter in Boulder.  

In this current political atmosphere, you hear many people complain and worry.  They wring their hands instead of doing something to make a positive difference.  We know for a fact that less than half of our citizens choose to vote in a national election and less that 15% voted in our Colorado primaries in August.  What is it that causes some people to act and others to just sit back and complain? What is it that emboldens some people to act as the mayor of San Diego did earlier this past week when he decided not to keep a campaign promise to veto the San Diego City Council’s proclamation to support Gay Marriage.  He “came out” to support the defeat of Referendum 8.  It was an emotional moment when he decided to stand up for what is fair and what is just, no matter what the consequences.   We each have our moments to decide to stand up and speak out, even if it is only to stop harassing language or come out as the LGBT family member. 

The dynamics of activism have four components:  

1. The first steps are Awareness and Empathy. You have to have your ears and eyes and heart open to injustice.  You have to listen to understand with compassion, not just about your own story but about anyone who suffers from injustice.

2. Secondly, you have to have to be intelligently informed about the issues and be open to seeing yourself as being part of the solution.   You must have the capacity for moral indignation about injustice.  

3. Third, you have to believe that you are capable of making a difference and the passion to act on it. Cynics are people who have given up any responsibility for change.  During our campaign on Referendum I that would have made civil unions legal in Colorado, my two young granddaughters and I were walking on the Pearl Street Mall to gather signatures to get this Referendum on the ballot.  We came upon a young man sitting on a bench with his girlfriend and asked him to sign the petition.  We asked him if he was a registered voter.  His reply:  “No, I don’t believe in voting.  It doesn’t make any difference.”   As we turned to walk away, my 11 year-old granddaughter responded with disgust:  “Then I guess you’ll have to live with whatever happens.”  As we strolled on, she said, “Grandma, if I was old enough, I’d vote for gay rights!”   Activists must be nurtured into caring and the confidence that their actions matter.

4. The attitude that is important to be an effective activist is to believe in possibilities, to hope for change and give your time and energy toward that end.  Deciding to make a difference requires not only awareness and empathy, informed opinions, moral indignation, a passion for justice, but the faith to go with your passion that leads inevitably to action.   You act because you can do no other. I am a person of faith.  As the daughter of an American History teacher, I believe that our country’s democratic legacy is only preserved by informed citizen action.   I believe in the Dream of Martin Luther King and I think each of us is responsible to see that dream realized. 

In his speech at Riverside Church in New York City entitled, “A Time to Break Silence”, Dr King declared eternal hostility to poverty, racism and militarism (and joined the unpopular crusade against the war in Vietnam).  He said:

“We must move past indecision to action….Now let us rededicate ourselves to the long and bitter---but beautiful---struggle for a new world.  This is the calling of the sons of God, and our brothers (and sisters) wait eagerly for our response.  Shall we say the odds are too great?  Shall we tell them the struggle is too hard?  Will our message be that the forces of American life militate against their arrival as fully human, and we send our deepest regrets?  Or will there be another message, of longing, of hope, of solidarity with their yearnings, of commitment to their cause, whatever the cost? The choice is ours, and though we might prefer it otherwise we must choose in this crucial moment of human history.”   

So you are invited to join this long and bitter----but beautiful---struggle for a new world.  If not now, when?  If not you, who will stand up and speak out?   
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